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     HAMPDEN TOWNSHIP REPUBLICAN COMMITTEE

                   www.gopcumberland.com/hampden.asp
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

March 16, 2009
HAMPDEN TOWNSHIP REPUBLICAN CAUCUS MAKES ENDORSEMENTS

Nate Silcox, Chairman of the Hampden Township Republican Caucus, announced the following unanimous endorsements for local offices:
*Magisterial District Judge (Hampden & Silver Spring Townships):  Tom Placey

*Hampden Township Commissioner (3 Spots):  Ken Fetrow, Melvyn C. Finkelstein, and Donald R. McCallin

*Township Treasurer:  Michael P. Langan
*Township Assessor:  Frances Langan

*Constable:  Leonard Lotrick

*Cumberland Valley School Board (2 Spots):  John S. Jordan and Bud Shaffner

“Hampden Township is the mid-state's fastest growing community,” said Silcox.  “We have been recognized for low taxes, a great education system, and many recreation opportunities.  In fact, the last time real estate taxes were raised in Hampden Township was in 1978.  The reason for this is the outstanding leadership of the Board over the years, particularly by Commissioners Ken Fetrow, Mel Finkelstein, and Don McCallin.”

 “Thanks to the leadership of John Jordan and Bud Shaffner, Cumberland Valley continues to have the lowest tax rate in Cumberland and Dauphin counties, said Silcox.  “While we have a low tax rate, CV has been able to offer programs second to none.”

“Tom Placey, Len Lotrick and Michael and Fran Langan have been serving our community in the judicial system, law enforcement, planning, and non-profit sector, respectively, for years,” said Silcox.  “I’m looking forward to their continued service.”

The Hampden Township Republican Caucus is comprised of the elected County Committee Men and Women from the 12 Hampden Township Precincts. More information on the Caucus and the candidates can be found at:  www.gopcumberland.com/hampden.asp
*Tom Placey has served Hampden and Silver Spring Township for the past 11 years as magisterial district judge.  His service began as Judge Edgar B. Bayley’s law clerk and later as an assistant district attorney.  In these roles, he served on the front lines of our judicial system.  Tom has always emphasized maximizing justice, while minimizing the impact on taxpayers.  He has adjudicated the highest civil case load in Cumberland County -- handling over 7,500 civil actions -- and over 5,000 criminal cases.  He has returned over $5 million in fines back to the state, county and municipalities.
*Ken Fetrow is a lifelong township resident and public servant, graduating from Cumberland Valley and the State Police Academy.  He served Hampden Township for 43 years as a law enforcement officer and Chief of Police.  He headed the police force as it grew from three to 19 men.  Elected to the Hampden Township Board of Commissioners in 2005, Ken has made public safety, low taxes and road infrastructure his top priorities.  He oversees Highway and Storm Drainage and serves as an Alternate Delegate to the Capital Region Council of Governments.  He is married to Barbara Fetrow.
*Melvyn C. Finkelstein is president of the Township Board of Commissioners, serving as a member for 31 years.  He is the police commissioner and liaison to the Planning Commission -- previously overseeing recreation, serving as treasurer of the Hampden Township Sewer Authority and Chairman of the Civil Service Commission.  Mel is a life member of the Hampden Township Volunteer Fire Company.  He has also served as a Republican Committeeman.  He graduated from William Penn High School and Susquehanna University (Business Administration).  He worked for Aetna Life & Casualty for 30 years.  Mel and his wife, Jane, have 4 daughters and 8 grandchildren.
*Donald R. McCallin was elected to the Hampden Township Board of Commissioners in 2007 after having served a previous tour on the Board.  He oversees recreation, fire and emergency planning and sits on the County Emergency Preparedness Committee.  He has also served on the Tri-County Planning Committee, County Recycling & Waste Authority, and West Shore Tax Bureau.  Originally from West Chester, Don enlisted in the US Air Force, serving as an enlisted man and commissioned officer.  He earned a BA in Political Science, masters in Russian Studies, and an MBA in Financial Management.  He has worked as a financial consultant for two brokerage firms, directed Administrative Services for the PA Department of Revenue, and heads security for the PA Lottery. Don has been a Republican Committeeman for 22 years.
*Michael P. Langan has served on the Hampden Township Planning Commission for over 10 years, most recently as Commission Vice-Chair/Secretary and was appointed as Township Treasurer/Tax Collector in 2009.   He is a Certified Public Accountant and Certified Cash Manager, retired from the Commonwealth of PA Office of Budget.  He is married with four grown children and a resident of Hampden Township for over 26 years.  He is the past President and organizer of the Pinebrook Heights Area Civic Association. 
*Frances “Fran” Langan is retired, having worked for Contact USA, non-profit national association of telephone helplines.  Working for a non-profit organization taught her the importance of getting things accomplished efficiently, timely and frugally.  Fran also volunteered for several years at Contact Harrisburg working the helpline phones. As a side project, she created a helpline for children and authored a training manual, titled KIDZ LINE.  She is a 26-year resident of Hampden Township and is married to Michael P. Langan.  They have 4 children and 6 grandkids. 

*Leonard Lotrick has worked in law enforcement for over 60 years, leading the formation of the Hampden Township Police Department and then serving as Chief of Police in West Fairview and Marysville Boroughs.  He has been serving as a constable since 2000.  Len has been active in many law enforcement associations, serving as past President of Tri-County Lodge 76 FOP and the PA Chiefs of Police Association.  He is a Charter Life Member of Hampden Lions Club and Past District Governor of Lions Clubs International, as well as life member of the International Association of Chiefs of Police.  Len and his wife Kathy are longtime township residents.
*John S. Jordan, CAE, is the Executive VP of the PA Academy of Family Physicians and previously worked with the PA Chapter of the PA Medical Society, York Hospital, and the Sisters of Charity Health Care System in Texas.  Married with two children, John received his MA in Management Information Systems, his MPA in Health Care Administration and a BS in Medical Technology.  He has taught as an Adjunct Professor and is a Fellow at the Philadelphia College of Physicians.  John serves on two non-profit boards, the Cumberland Valley School Board (President) and the Cumberland & Perry Vo-Tech School.  He also served six years as a Board Trustee at HACC.

*Harold “Bud” Shaffner is currently serving his third term on the Cumberland Valley School Board and serves on the Building, Finance, Advertising, and Athletic committees.  He has also represented CV on the Board of the Cumberland/Perry Vo-tech.  Originally from Clearfield, he graduated from Indiana University of Pennsylvania (Business).  Bud has been an Industrial Sales Engineer for Penn-Air & Hydraulics for 34 years and has 3 children.  His wife and children are all graduates of Cumberland Valley.  

***

Contact:  Nate Silcox (717) 649-2085 or silcoxn@msn.com
